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human menu and attire. The array of these effects
was so alluring that it is no wonder that it incited theft
and burglary and there are numerous incidents on
record describing how robbers broke into the secluded
chamber and carried the mass of golden riches so
lavishly stored there. In order to prevent this kind of
robbery in antiquity or rather to save the royal mum-
mies from desecration they were removed many a time
to convenient necropoles where they could be better
guarded. Sometimes we read of most ingenious mea-
sures taken to make the mummies immune from the
cupidity of man, the most important of these being, for
instance, the deceitful labelling of names thus sending
the desecrators on the wrong scent. These tombs
disclose the wealth in gold and silver which the pharaohs
amassed through their military exploits abroad and
internal exactions at home. The temples and the
pyramids were the chief favourites oi this hoarded
wealth. The coffin of Tutenkhamen can be instanced
as a case in point. Besides a coffin of solid gold, the
inner chamber, cotaining the coffin had walls plated
with thick sheets of gold that struck the explorers dumb.
The temples at Memphis, Thebes, Karnak, Luxor
and at numerous other sites leave the visitor gaping at
their size, glory and architectonic temper. Whereas
the pyramids are solid masses of masonry, stupendous
delights of their builders, the temples are ornate struc-
tures giving us glimpses into the distant past where
little man set against the forces of nature could achieve as
much. The walls of the pyramids as also those of the
temples bear records for the benefit of the posterity and
while the former relate the deeds of the dead the latter
recount the exploits of the living.          %
This brings us to the sacred writings, called hierogly-
phics technically, which were, besides the discovery
of the preservatory chemicals, the other wonder of that
anceint world. Coevaltwith the most ancient writings
of India, China and Sumer, perhaps even anterior to